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198. Similiscutum precarium de Kaenel & Bergen (1993) 
 

   

 
SCALE BARS=1μm 
Pl. 2, figs 12-15 

 
1965 Palaeopontosphaera dubia NOEL (partim). p. 76-78: pl. 7, figs. 11 -13 (non pl. 7, figs. 1-10: 

textfig. 8). 
1969 Palaeopontosphaera veterna PRINS, p. 554: pl. 2, fig. 9 (nomen nudum). 
non 1969 Palaeopontosphaera veterna PRINS ex Rood, Hay & Barnard 1973, p. 378 379: pl. 3, 

figs. 2-3. 
1973 Palaeopontosphaera dubia NOEL 1965: Rood, Hay & Barnard, p. 378: pl. 3, fig. 1. 
1974 Palaeopontosphaera dubia NOEL 1965: Barnard & Hay, pl. 2, fig. 2. 
 
Derivation of name. From Latin precarius, precarious. 
Diagnosis. A small to medium sized. normally to broadly elliptical species of Similiscutum 

with an axial central cross which may support a stem. 
Description. Elliptical placoliths composed of two subhorizontal, broad shields. The 

unicyclic distal shield is larger than the proximal shield. Shield elements are non-
imbricate and have radial sutures. The inner margin of the distal shield is steep. An 
axial cross structure spans the small central area. A hollow distal spine base is present at 
its center. 

In the LM, the rim extinction pattern is bicyclic. The narrow inner rim cycle is brightly 
birefringent. The broad outer rim cycle and the central structure are faintly birefringent. 

Length. 4.0 to 5.6 μm 
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Differentiation. Similiscutum precarium differs from Palaeopontosphaera by its unicyclic 
distal shield construction. However, its rim extinction pattern is similar to 
Palaeopontosphaera. Palaeopontosphaera erismata WIND & WISE (1977) appeared later in 
the early Pliensbachian than Similiscutum precarium. In the LM, this species is 
distinguished from Similiscutum precarium by its smaller size and brightly birefringent 
central structure. Other Palaeopontosphaera species which are also known to occur in the 
Pliensbachian are much larger than Similiscutum precarium (Bergen. in prep.). 

Similiscutum precarium differs from Similiscutum avitum by having a central cross structure 
and from Similiscutum orbiculus by its elliptical outline and central cross structure. 
Similiscutum cruciulus also has a central cross structure, but has a circular to subcircular 
outline. 

Occurrence: Northwest Europe (Prins 1969). LO: base of jamesoni Zone. HO: spinatum Zone. 
Portugal (Bergen). LO: raricostatum Zone. HO: spinatum Zone. 
Holotype: Plate 2, Figures 15a, b (FSU-LM-08-15, FSU-LM-08-17). 
Type level: Sample SP 28, lower Pliensbachian (davoei Zone). 
Type locality: Sao Pedro de Mal, Portugal. 
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